The PCB family of industrial chemicals has been used in a number of useful and beneficial ways for more than 40 years. PCBs have been used in capacitors, as transformer fluids, as heat transfer agents, in plasticizers and adhesives, and in sealants and printing inks. Needless to say, they have no place in the nation's food supply. The scientific community has been aware of the potential hazard of the PCBs since at least 1966. Reports in the foreign literature at that time indicated the detection of this chemical in fish and birds. However, the status of the analytical detection method for organochlorine pesticide residues in reference to PCBs was not perfected until early 1969, after it was discussed in FDA's pesticide analytical workshop and the former Division of Pesticides improved the analytical method, so that it was satisfactory for routine analysis.
We 19, 1971 , that Holly Farms, a large North Carolina poultry producer, had discovered the presence of PCBs in its poultry, resulting from an investigation to determine the cause of reduced hatchability in eggs. The firm's investigation implicated the fish meal ingredient as the causative agent.
The FDA tested the processed fish meal and confirmed that fish meal on hand was contaminated with PCBs. Continuing investigation indicated the leak began on April 30 and continued through July 16. Approximately 16,000 tons of fish meal were shipped during that period. The contamination was caused by a leak in the heat exchange equipment, which used PCBs in the heat exchange fluid. Individual fish meal samples examined contained from 14 to 30 ppm PCBs.
Fish meal, the direct subject of this contamination incident, is a minor component of poultry and fish feed. Investigations conducted by FDA and USDA focused attention on the contaminated meal as a possible source of PCB residues in poultry, eggs and commercially raised catfish. The Food and Drug Administration visited primary and subconsignees and initiated followup sampling of fish feeds, commercial fish, and eggs, when the contaminated fish meal was implicated. USDA was informed when investigation indicated eggs were being distributed to egg breakers.
The firm recalled outstanding stocks of fish meal on July 21 and approximately 1,500 tons of fish meal were returned to the plant. Sampling of poultry for PCB residues was instituted promptly by USDA who advised that no lots of broiler poultry were found exceeding the 5 ppm interim guideline for PCB residues.
Follow-up sampling on eggs was initiated on August 3, 1971. As of September 29, 1971 , 224 samples of eggs were analyzed in the follow up, with 71 containing residues in excess of 0.5 ppm (range 0.6-4.2). We seized five shipments of fish feeds in the States of Louisiana, Georgia, and Mississippi that contained from 0.6 to 4.5 ppm PCBs. Eleven samples of catfish, which had been fed the contaminated feed, contained PCB residues within the 5 ppm guideline, ranging from 0.3-3.0 ppm. In addition, we seized a shipment of the contaminated fish meal from East Coast Terminal that had not been recalled and contained in excess of 350 ppm PCBs.
Since 
